RESPONCIBILITIES
MY BROTHER'S KEEPER
"The Lord said to Cain, "Where is your brother?" He said, "I don't know! Am I my brother's keeper?" (Gen.4:9)
One of the very first things which has a direct bearing on our behavior today, and which was recorded by our God in the Book of Genesis; after the man and woman accepted the devil's lie, thereby rejecting God's Word; was the action of Cain, inspired by jealousy, of murdering his brother, and his self justifying question in response to God's query concerning the whereabouts of Able.
That question of course was, “Am I my brother’s keeper?" (Gen.4:8-9) In effect he was saying to God, "It's not my problem if you can't find him.”
I wonder if today, we, as Christians, have matured or grown much beyond that kind of thinking. (Heb.5:12-14) I wonder if we, who have been truly reborn of God's Seed (1Pet.1:23), and have been given a new mind (2Cor.5:17) - a mind, which like Christ's, ought to cause us to pour ourselves out for one another (Is.58:10); a mind which ought to consider no price too high, no risk too great, and which ought to gladly bear the burdens of others (2Cor.2:16, Eph.4:23, Col.3:12-14, Gal.6:2); a new mind which ought to joyfully bear abuse, not only for our God, but for the brethren, and cause us always to be there for others (Acts 5:41, Col.1:24) - I wonder, if instead we’re not still, in some way at least, trying to justify ourselves in regard to the well-being of the brethren.

For, just as in any worthwhile natural family, the members, though they don't live in each others pockets, and though they don't always see eye to eye on everything, yet, when it comes down to cases, they're able to rely totally on each other, so too it ought to be with us in God's family. But is it really?
When we look again at our natural families, we can surely see the many problems it is possible for us to run into, if divisions are allowed to develop there. When Terri’s and my children were young, and we were all living under the one roof, there were often differences, even squabbles and fights, but they were usually quickly forgotten; or at least they should have been. After all, we've all been guilty of thoughtlessly or selfishly hurting our siblings.
When the children grew up, got married, or, in one way or another, started to live their own lives, and were no longer under the one roof, they still, on the whole, were the same family, with lots of contact between them. When one is in trouble, the others are there to encourage, help, and support at times, in whatever way is necessary. They keep in real contact with each other.
But if, in a natural family, any member cuts themselves off from the rest, for any reason, and a time of need comes for a member of that family, then that individual would not only fail to be there for the one in trouble, but could deprive themselves of the help and support they themselves may need from time to time. After all, if they do cut themselves off, how can the others know of their needs?
Very, very sadly, this seems to have become the norm in the family of God. If there's a problem, a disagreement, a difference of opinions even, we break away and form another church group.
There is a shocking lack of real awareness of the physical needs which exist among the children of God who aren't members of our group. There is even a greater lack of awareness of their spiritual and emotional needs, and these can be so many today.
The number of believers who are "fainting with hunger at the head of every street" (Lam.2:9); hungering for someone to care enough to listen to them, hungering for the pure, unleavened Word of God; seems to increase at an alarming rate. There are many spiritually malnourished Christians. (Is. 58:6-7) There are many desperately lonely Christians. (Ecc.4:10) Then there are those who are being swamped by the world, the flesh, and the devil (Matt.25:34-36), and who don't understand what's happening to them. They have no idea what to do. Spiritual warfare, and its weaponry, seems to be a mystery to them. They would appear to believe that self-control is beyond them.  Again, the list goes on and on.

But we are our brother’s keeper, and if we don't act, we’ll answer to the Master for our failures.  Read Matt.25:31-46, and really think about it, asking the Holy Spirit to enlarge your understanding (Ps.119:32), so that you may not just walk, but run in the way - the path - of his commandments. Read also Isaiah 40:29-31.
But going back to the natural family again, I'm sure we're well aware of how dangerous it can be if cliques are allowed to develop. Yet it seems that in the church, God's spiritual family, these cliquish groups; these inner circles; are not only allowed, but would, at times, appear to be encouraged.
Instead of the elderly spending time with the young, listening to, and encouraging them in the Lord, by sharing his faithfulness in their own lives; instead of the young learning the joy of helping, and being of service to the elderly; instead of the young married couples listening to and learning from those who have raised families according to our God's way, and so on; instead of being one great family of God, as he intended (Jh.17:20-23), each clique has formed it's own group, and each group is, in effect, functioning, or trying to function, on it's own, and very sadly, following the wisdom of this world (lCor.3:19), by putting their trust in, and directing their questions to those who have the world's qualifications.
In all of this, the Word of God, the Creator's manual for life here and now, as well as for all eternity, is being more and more neglected. The fact that some parts, or sections, of the Word are being used, while others are ignored, only means that we're inviting God's judgment on ourselves, as we've been specifically told not to add to, or take from, what has been written. (Deut.4:2, lCor.4:6, Pro.30:6, Rev.22:18-19)
What are we going to do when we're called to give an account of our stewardship of each other, as shown in the Word of God? (Luk.l6:2, Matt.25:40&45)
I do realise that, in general, today's families don't do for one another like they used to. So, for many there's no human family that they know of, functioning as God intended, for them to learn from; a family, where each is learning the joy of giving, more than of getting. (Acts 20:35)
There is, it seems clear to me at least, a spirit - an attitude - of selfish preoccupation which generally wasn't there in times past.
The gods of this world have taken over so much of people's thinking and values. Many have become "lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, inhuman, unyielding, slanderers, spendthrifts or wasters, fierce, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, morally unrestrained, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding the form of religion, or godliness, but denying its power" (2Tim.3:2-5); that mighty power of the Spirit of God's Word to make us a new creation. (2Cor.5:17)
According to God's Word the underlying force driving all of this evil is stress. (2Tim.3:1) Stress, which is due to not submitting to, relying on, and banking on, the truth of that Word, as shown in Jesus Christ. (Matt.11:25-30) And that Word tells us that such people's minds are corrupt, and they are following a counterfeit faith. (2Tim.3:8)
Speaking personally, I find that even though, to all intents and purposes I'm retired, and am just doing small handyman jobs to help us out financially, and to help me keep fit; I find that though there's absolutely no need for it, stress can so easily build up; pointless, reasonless stress, which can cause my stomach to churn, and cause me to feel so very tired.
I've come to understand from this, that stress can really be put in the same category as that "spirit of fear" talked about in the Word. (2Tim.l:7) It is an outside force, a spirit, which if I resist, in obedience to God's Word (Jas.4:7), will back off, and flee as soon as its origins are exposed.
Stress, just like all the other dark and heavy feelings such as fear, anxiety, guilt, remorse etc., are so often trying to insinuate themselves into the lives of true Christians, but they are never from our God. They are part of what Jesus Christ came to set us free from. (Is.61:1-3 NKJ)  Resist them, especially by putting on the “garment of praise” which you have been given by Jesus Christ; resist them as beings from the "dominion of darkness" (Col.l:13, Eph.6:12), whose ruler is the Prince of darkness himself. 
Like him, they will flee when exposed to the light of God's Word which faithfully shines out as we declare it in faith.  This faith comes from a total belief in that Word’s complete truth. (Jas.4:7)  Resist them, remembering that not only are they not from our God, but even more importantly, he has given us instead a "spirit of power, of love and of self-control." (2Tim.l:7)
In Phil.4;6-7 we're told we're not to be anxious about anything, but in everything, in every situation, by pouring out our heart’s concerns in prayer to him, in crying out to him for help, letting him know of our need for him – which, of course, he already knows far better than we ever can at the same time, remembering how he has, so often, rescued us in the past - which will only be possible if we are obeying the exhortation in his Word to continually offer up the sacrifice of praise, that sacrifice being the words of our lips acknowledging those times when we experienced his faithfulness first hand. (Heb.13:13-16) We're told, that having obeyed so far, the peace of God, which is beyond natural man's ability to understand, will then keep our hearts and minds free from all stress.
THE FLESH, THE DEVIL AND THE WORLD WOULD HAVE US SO PREOCCUPIED WITH OUR OWN PROBLEMS AND DIFFICULTIES, THAT WE HAVE NO TIME OR ENERGY TO BE OUR BROTHER’S KEEPER.
The Word tells us to keep ourselves “free from the love of money”, and that, that kind of love is the root of all evil. (1Tim. 6:10) Once more we see we are to be “content with what we have.” (Heb.l3:5, Phil.4:11) 
Now, while these things, like all of God’s Word, are totally alien to the thinking of today’s world, and that attitude is bound to be openly accepted among those who don't truly know God, in Jesus Christ, I wonder why this seems to be increasingly so among those who profess to belong to Christ.
Can it be that the power of God to recreate, or make all things new (Rev.21:5), has somehow become less today in the lives of those who put their whole future in the truth of his Word?  Can it be that the Word of God has somehow lost its meaning, its power? (Heb.l3:8, Ps.ll9:89, Jas.1:19-21, Eph.3:20)  Is it possible we feel we have advanced so far, and have matured so much, that we, like the world, can now, by our own efforts and wisdom, provide for, and take care of our own daily needs and our futures? (lCor.3:19)
It seems to me, in listening to many Christians, that we feel God needs our help for him to remain in control of situations. In much of our praying it so often seems that we not only find it necessary to tell God what the problem or need really is, but, it would appear as if we feel that if we don't, he won't be able to understand. We also seem to think we must let him know what the proper solution is.
Speaking personally, I'd have to say that in looking back over the years since 1970, when Jesus Christ, the Word of God, became not only my Saviour, but my Lord and Master also, that while, especially in the early years, after dying with Christ through faith in his Word - after being reborn with the new nature of Eph.4:24 - my flesh still thought it knew what the problem was in many situations. However, in hindsight, I'd have to acknowledge that I can't ever remember its ideas being right.
As for telling God what the solution was, I tried that a few times also, but in all honesty, I never got that right either. After all, his thoughts and ways are not my thoughts and ways. (Is.55:8-9)
I found out, sometimes the hard way, that Jesus, when asked by his disciples to teach them how to pray (Matt.6:5-15), never said, ‘You must be specific in the way you pray’. Instead he showed them there was no need for details, as the Father already knew what was needed far better than they ever could (Matt.6:7-8). So, to cover all that they would need each day, he told them to ask for their "daily bread." (Matt.6:11)
However, prior to asking for those necessities, there were three other things which were of greater importance.
Firstly, for those who know God, and are known by him (Matt.7:21-23), it must surely be our heart’s desire that the name of our God be regarded as holy and complete by all. (Matt.6:9) There is absolutely nothing lacking in him. His love, his mercy, his willingness to forgive, his ability to do, his compassion, his power, his glory, his faithfulness, and on and on to infinity, is complete.
Like the words of the hymn says:- 
He is my everything!  He is my all.
He is my everything, both great and small.
He gave his life for me, made everything new.
He is my every thing, so how about you?
Surely we realise that these words came from a heart inspired with a sense of loving awe at the completeness of God, and that if we truly know him, we will also know this same love in our hearts, and show it in our lives.
Secondly, that his kingdom might come and be fully established in our own hearts and lives. After all, Jesus did say that the kingdom of God would be within us, or in our hearts. (Luk.17:20-21)
Thirdly, that his “will may be done” in our lives here, just as it's done in heaven! (Matt.6:10)
One may very well ask what all of these things have to do with the question of being our brother's keeper. It seems clear to me that before I can be a keeper of anyone or anything, I must first know what's needed of me, and then how I'm to meet that need.
Before I can know that, I must find out what my brother or sister really needs, in God's eyes. (Rom.8:26) After all, he's the only one who knows what the end of any matter is, right from its beginning. (Is.46:9-10, Jh.6:64)
Experience tells me that I didn't really know what I personally needed in any given situation, so how can I possibly know what to do, say, or be, for my sister or brother.
The position would have been hopeless for me if God's Word hadn't given us the answer saying, "If anyone lacks wisdom (or doesn't know what to do in any given situation), let them ask God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, without doubting, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. Such a double minded person, unstable in all his ways, mustn't expect to receive anything from the Lord.” (Jas.l:5-8)
Again the Word says, "Trust in the Lord with all of your heart, and don't rely on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him (that he is God Almighty, in absolute control of every situation in the lives of his children and in the affairs of men) then he will direct your paths." (Pro.3:5-6, Rom.8:28, Dan.5:21)
Clearly, when the Word tells us in 2Pet.1:3 that God, in Christ, has given us all things we could ever need for life and godliness; this includes everything we need to be keepers of our brothers and sisters.  If it doesn't, then we have not been given all things.  But just as with godliness, just as with the gift of salvation, if I don't make full use of what I've been given by God, then I can't live life with my brothers and sisters as he intended me to.
If I operate in my own strength, or in my own understanding, or in the wisdom of this world, (which is foolishness to my God (lCor.3:19), then, when it comes to dealing with situations where I've sinned against a child of God, or when they've sinned against me, I'll most likely take either the soft option of doing nothing, or end up being rather self-righteous, making the situation worse, by heaping guilt on the other.
Instead I must be led by the Spirit of Christ, which, of course, means I must follow his lead - follow in his footsteps. (1Pet.2:21) I must patiently wait for him to lead, knowing that I, of myself, don't know which way to go. I don't know whether to be very gentle, or very firm. I don't know whether to speak a soft word of encouragement in the Lord, or a firm word of correction, also in the Lord of course. I don't know that person’s heart, and must not allow myself to be influenced or misled by appearances, which can be so misleading.
If I’m to be my sister’s, or brother’s keeper; being responsible before God for them, to a more or less degree, depending on circumstances and the situation; being responsible for their spiritual and natural well-being, which is an awesome obligation, and one I can't possibly fulfill of myself; I need my God's help in this, as in everything else.
For me, the words of Jesus when he said, "Without me you can do nothing" (Jh.l5:5), have a major fulfillment in this situation, possibly more than in any other. But the Lord - our Lord - my Lord - has said, "I will never fail you nor forsake you.” So I can, and will, confidently say, "The Lord is my helper. I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?" (Heb.l3:5-6)
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